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Twyford Neighbourhood plan - Update to Parishioners                               June 2017  

The Twyford Neighbourhood plan has been in preparation now for nearly three years. It has taken 

that  long  for several reasons, the procedures are complicated, a lot of information has to be 

collected, consultation has to take place both with the public and with landowners and of course with 

the  Planning Authority and the Neighbourhood Plan Team are unpaid volunteers. 

The consultation held in Sept 2016 was an important stage as it was the first public airing of the 1
st
 

Draft Neighbourhood Plan.  Your comments have been very helpful.  They were generally supportive 

but, as is to be expected, some have been critical, some in one direction, some in another.  We have 

responded to the comments individually in a schedule which has been posted as “Comments and 

Responses” on the Twyford Neighbourhood Plan Website (twyfordneighbourhoodplan.com). 

The comments have suggested a number of changes to the plan.  Where we have taken these on 

board we have noted it in our Responses.  We have presented all this to the Parish Council who have 

also read the comments and agreed the changes to the Plan, which they have scrutinised with 

exceptional care.  A list of the main changes to the Draft Plan has also been posted on the Website. 

We have not yet published the amended (2
nd

 draft) Plan.  The reason for this is that this plan is now 

having its second scrutiny, this time to establish what the impact would be on the environment and to 

ensure both that it is not damaging and that there would not be a better alternative.  This is the 

Strategic Environmental Appraisal (SEA for short) required by law and is being carried out by 

consultants appointed by the SDNP Authority.  The information we have provided for this includes a 

description of our exhaustive site selection process. This too has been posted on the TNP Website. 

We had expected the SEA to be finished by now so the revised plan could move forward and be 

published in its revised form, this time for formal comment.  The hold-up is in the site selection 

process, as explained below.  

Site selection:  Reason for delay 

The Plan has to allocate land for 20 houses and has focused its attention on two sites, - the land 

adjacent to the Parish Hall Car Park (called Site 26 in the Neighbourhood Plan) and at Northfields, 

north of Hewlett Close (called Site S1).  The Parish Council has stated its preference for Site 26 for a 

number of reasons but there are two concerns, one is the greater impact on the appearance of that 

part of the village and the other its potential to aggravate flooding in periods of exceptional rainfall 

when the Hazeley Bourne rises. 

To address the first of these concerns, the Parish Council commissioned Spindrift, a specialist 

planning consultant, to design a layout showing how 20 houses would fit on the land, with space for 

an additional 40 car parking spaces and retaining the clump of beech trees as open space.  Their 

layout uses more of the site than shown in the 1
st
 Draft of the Neighbourhood plan but does not 

include the more sensitive upper land. 

This work, the Spindrift layout, then formed the basis of a series of photomontages, taken from the 

principal viewpoints.  These were prepared for the Wickham family (who are the owners both of Site 

26 and of the adjoining land used by Twyford School) by Vortal, a development company, who have a 

team of professionals advising them on the various technical aspects of the scheme.  All this 

background work is now in place to show how this site could be developed. 

The second element is the flooding which has been a severe problem for the village as a whole on 

two occasions in the last 17 years and has affected the centre of the village, the surgery, houses and 

the Parish Hall. 

 



2 

 

The Neighbourhood plan has been prepared on the basis that:- 

 

 the solution of the flooding is a very high priority for the village, 

 housing on Site 26 should not make flooding any worse, and  

 should, if possible, help to solve  the problem in the wider interests of the village. 

 

Hampshire County Council’s flood team is now designing and costing a flood mitigation scheme in 

response to the 2000/01and 2014 floods, the aim being to see if the scheme qualifies for government 

grant aid under its cost benefit rules.  The report from HCC is due out on the 19
th
 July.  Our advance 

information from the team leader is that:- 

 

 Mitigation is possible  

 Government funding is unlikely. 

 

We are not entirely clear about the format of the report but it seems likely that, for the first time, there 

will be an engineering scheme and costings.  

 

We expect that HCC will conclude that the Twyford scheme does not qualify for funding from 

Government.  If this is the case, we anticipate that it will be up to the Twyford Parish Council to take 

the initiative.  The main other parties here, apart from HCC, are Vortal as developers, the Wickham 

family as owners of land along the line of the Hazeley Bourne and Twyford Prep School as their 

lessees.  Vortal have their own consulting engineers who they will want to bring into the picture, both 

to address the HCC scheme and to explore whether there could be an alternative solution to provide 

flood mitigation and which would enable Site 26 to be developed without any net increase in runoff.  In 

short, there are a number of issues to sort out and this will take time.  In the meantime Vortal have 

said that they will work with the Parish Council to solve this problem and will contribute to the scheme.  

This is in addition to their offer to construct a car park extension (for up to 20 cars initially). 

 

The alternative site at Northfields has been actively promoted by Hazeley Developments for the 

Humphrey family; they have put forward schemes of their own for both 11 and 20 dwellings.  They 

have offered additional finance to the Parish Council to help with flooding and extra parking.  This 

land does not have the same issues of landscape impact or of flooding as the Wickham land; 

however, it would not make the same contribution to the solution of the flooding nor would it be able to 

provide the extension to the village car park. 

 

Naturally the Parish Council wish to know  more about the flood mitigation and whether it could be 

afforded and who would pay for it, before committing themselves to the 20 houses on Site 26. 

 

If it is shown that flood mitigation is not achievable or affordable, it is likely that the land at Northfields 

would be proposed in its stead.  In the meantime the next consultation on the revised plan will be 

delayed until potential mitigation of the flooding issue is clearer. 

 

For those parishioners who are interested in the work done for the Neighbourhood Plan over the past 

few months, please look at the Twyford Neighbourrhood Plan Website 

(twyfordneighbourhoodplan.com) to view the following:- 

 

 Details of the September 2016 Engagement Day (community consultation) 

 Schedule of comments and responses to the 1
st
 draft of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 Summary of changes made to the Neighbourhood Plan following the September 2016 

consultation 

 Updated housing site selection process 

 


